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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 34 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. EMERSON) at 3 o’clock
and 34 minutes p.m.

———

WAIVING REQUIREMENT OF
CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 409 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 409

Resolved, That the requirement of clause
6(a) of rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to con-
sider a report from the Committee on Rules
on the same day it is presented to the House
is waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported through the legislative day of Sep-
tember 30, 2011, relating to a measure mak-
ing continuing appropriations for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2011.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California is recognized
for 1 hour.

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to my very good
friend, my Rules Committee colleague,
the gentleman from Worcester, Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), pending
which I yield myself such time as I
might consume. During consideration
of the resolution, all time that is yield-
ed is yielded for debate purposes only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DREIER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members have 5 legisla-
tive days in which to revise and extend
their remarks on the matter that is be-
fore us.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, we are
dealing with extraordinarily chal-
lenging times.

The American people have been send-
ing a message to us which is powerful
and overwhelming, and it’s one that I
believe that both Democrats and Re-
publicans have heard, and that is: We
need to get our economy back on
track. We need to make sure that we
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have a climate that will create jobs so
that people—many of whom 1 rep-
resent, sadly, and I know the Speaker
faces the same thing in the Show Me
State of Missouri, and my friend in his
State of Massachusetts faces this. We
have friends and neighbors who have
lost their jobs, who have lost their
homes, who have lost their businesses,
and the message that has come to us
overwhelmingly is that we must put
into place policies that will encourage
job creation and economic growth.

We obviously have a very troubled
global economy. The developments
that have taken place in Europe have
played a big role in leading to today’s
huge drop in the stock market. I
haven’t looked at it in the last few
minutes, but earlier today it was down
over 400 points, and I know we have ob-
viously difficult decisions that lie
ahead for many.

We, as an institution, the United
States Congress, have a responsibility
to address the fiscal needs and chal-
lenges that are before us. One of those
challenges and one of the factors that
has played a role in the economic
downturn, I believe very strongly, has
been the $14% trillion national debt
that looms before us.

Again, as you Kknow very well,
Madam Speaker, in a bipartisan way,
Democrats and Republicans alike decry
the $14%% trillion national debt that we
have and the fact that we have deficits
going as far as the eye can see.

Now, we know that last July, just be-
fore we adjourned for the month of Au-
gust, we had to deal with the question
of whether or not we were going to in-
crease the debt ceiling. We tackled
that issue, and we ended up coming to
a bipartisan consensus. We all knew
that it was necessary for us to increase
the debt ceiling because there was a re-
sponsibility to pay the bills that have
been accumulated in the past.

From this side of the aisle, we com-
plained and fought against the 82 per-
cent increase in non-defense discre-
tionary spending that we’ve seen over
the past 4 years, but with that money
having been spent, we recognized that
the bills had to be paid.

That led us, Madam Speaker, to come
to a bipartisan consensus that we
would, in fact, increase the debt ceil-
ing; but we had to tackle, in a bipar-
tisan way, the deficit and debt issues
that are looming before us.

So we put into place a joint select
committee which, as we all know, is
going to be charged with, by November
23, completing its work and, by Decem-
ber 23, having a vote in the House and
the Senate. And if they’re not success-
ful, we will deal with sequestration,
which will be across-the-board spend-
ing cuts that I don’t think anyone
wants to see happen because we want
to be in a position where we make
those decisions for $1%2 trillion. And as
many have said, that group of Senators
the other day said a $4 trillion—excuse
me—$4 billion. What is the number? 1
was right, $4 trillion. Excuse me. You

September 22, 2011

know the proverbial Everett Dirksen
line: A billion here, a billion there; be-
fore long, you’re talking about real
money. And that was five decades ago
that he said that, and we are where we
are now.

So the plan, as proposed by some,
Madam Speaker, would take us to as
much as $4 trillion in spending cuts,
and I hope we can do that in a bipar-
tisan way.

Now we are in a position where we—
as I said yesterday during the debate
on the rule on this issue, last year, for
the first time since the 1974 Budget Act
was put into place, we didn’t have a
budget that was proposed to us.
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Hey, I'm not in the business of point-
ing the finger of blame. I'm just in the
business of looking at the facts of
where we are. So we know what has
been inherited. We know, as we hear
these very strong statements being
made, that we’ve gone through a dif-
ficult 9 months. We had to deal with
the continuing resolution to simply
clean up the mess. The Acting Speaker
is a member of the Appropriations
Committee, and she knows very well
the challenges that we had with those
appropriations bills having to be done
last year. That Appropriations Com-
mittee on which the Acting Speaker
sits has to deal with this issue, and had
to deal with it earlier this year. Today,
Madam Speaker, we are in a similar
position.

We, right now, know that the fiscal
year comes to an end next week. We
have some very important priorities
that need to be addressed, and the one
that everyone is talking about is the
fact that we have seen disaster after
disaster hit this Nation. We are deter-
mined to ensure that those who have
suffered most over the past several
weeks and months from disasters—
flooding—and I remember seeing my
colleague from Vermont (Mr. WELCH)
yesterday. He sent out photographs of
the devastation of the flooding that
has taken place in Vermont. In Penn-
sylvania, we just had a Republican
Conference at which one of our new
colleagues, Mr. MARINO, was up, talk-
ing about the fact that he has been
walking through mud, talking to fami-
lies—to parents who have their chil-
dren literally sitting on automobiles
because they can’t get into their
homes—and asking what it is that
they’re going to do.

We have our fellow Americans who
are suffering, and we want to ensure
that the dollars necessary for the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
are there. The chairman of the Appro-
priations Committee reported to us
that we’re seeing about $30 million a
day being expended through the FEMA
funding, and there’s about $200 million
left. So we are faced with the prospect
of expiration—the expiration of all of
the resources that FEMA needs—by
this weekend, Madam Speaker. That’s
the reason that we are back here
today.
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